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Nasty Nick finds a nice little earner

Mick Bateman was kicked out of the Big
Brother house, but he now has threg
properties of his own, By Matalie Graham

NICK BATEMARN, 33, bocams
a bausehold name in Anpast
2000 when e appearsd an Big
Brother, the Chasmel 4 decu-
soap. He became known as
Nasty Mick afier trving to inflis-
enpa lellow comleslants’ voles.
When he was axed Irom bhe
show, he foand be had achisved
cibehrity stztus.

Mack grew up wilh his four sis-
tersin Bant and wenl 1o Gardoa-
staun Bchoal in Blgin, Sootkand.
In 1991 he jeined Llewd’s of
Losdos s a trainee broker. He
stayed thers fior nine  years
-hebare resigning when he waon a
place i a conlestant on che first
series of Big Brather.

. Bimce then, he has been a
guest presentsr on various TV
ahws, and kas wrilten mognzine
columing on health ard fitness. In
2000 he wrote a book called
Huw bo be a Complete Bastand,

He ronted o TY campaign
far Cancer Research UK Last
Jume. After winnlni Celebrity
Weakest Link in Augusi, he
domared ke £100000  prize

o Al charity.

He hns recontly Been on tour
as the narmator 10 The RMIQ.'
Horror Show.

Mick, who s single, lives in
sauthwest Lomdon.

How much money do you

heave I your wallet?

Ive gat £140, bhecanse today |
will have 1o pay my gardzner.
£20 and my eleaner £21. The
rest e for newspapers, lanches
and Hmmasines.

[ use a limousice service
because they ane a Jot lriendlier
than tasis and dhe s ang i
comfortuble, It costs me £15 o
o From 1y Mat o the Wist End
of London,

I zold my car becouse for
st of the jobs T da, TV come

panies or thealres provide rans-
pori for me,

Do you have amy credit cards?
[ uze a MNatWest Premier Golkd
debdt card for almost evary-
thing. I out up most of my other
cards a couple of years ago
becauss 1 wasa't uking them. It
wasn't  worth paying  about
£30 a year for an Amex Gold
charge cand.

Are you & saver or spender?
When I was a Lloyd"s broker [
earmzd enough 1o be zhle to be a
bit reckless. 1 wauld spend my
dispogable ineome on pod
wazy for long weekends a:ﬁ
diming aut at The Ivy and
.\?i}EI::'vu in ]rn.d]un

ery Job [ got sow, 1 put
G nway far thx and Val,

How much did you cam

last year?

Since [ lefi Big Brother o

August NN, my income has

averaped six figures = year. For
ine work, TV projects

und neting 1 now receive double

whal I would have heen enming

in b Ciny.

I lowvedd drama ar schood, but
in privabe education the masters
don't exaclly encoarage you in
bve & career on the stage, axs
the nverage salary of an &cior is
E50M) a year. The school
sresred mes wands the City.

Dur]:g the 35 daye I was an
Big erlen £30 a day,
bul it led to grester things, [
ook a huﬁ?- gamble leaving
my City job, but [ had Joat all
enthusiasm for it and was pre-
pared 10 do anything different
ta bring In some maney.

I nmnow working on two TV
prajects — ane an making poli-
tice inreressimg vo the under 35,
the ather n celehriny pame ahow,

Infamy and fortune: Nick Bateman hasn't looked back since his ejection from the original Big Brother sedas for tring fo Influence ofher contestants’ votes

Have you ever boa
M$ n really

No, becapse I've always had
work. At 16 my firsd ever job
‘was harvesting blackcurmants in
Eent, T worked 10-bour shifts
an 2 binckeurrant machine, and
was paid £250 o week, which
was like 2 king's ransom.

My father, wilso ran his own
catering company, was Wicio-
mian in his altitude io money. T
had 10 cam my pocket momey
by eledndng his ¢ars or helping
my mather around the house,
Sk bad a lot of wock, 25 three
of my sisters ane ripets.
What is the most lucrative work
mmm Did you mse the

for something specisl?

Last year T appesred an o TV
char showh For 10 minutes anid

wns paid £5,000. T spent £3,500
af that ca o Ralex submariner
walch [ had always wanied.

Do you own & property?
I have three, I've lived in ihe

Lisslesn barcugh of Wamds- |

warth for 12 years amd own a
two-hedroom (_‘mégm arden
flat that i= warth £350

It the firsa year after leaving
Big Brober T foond eyself in
stendy demand for inserviews,
persenal appearances andd chat
shows. By saving mast af the
fees | wis able 1o pay off my
ROV mortgzge and buy a
seoond property.

lemow own two houses in
Lincoln that I ren cart. I bought
the first ome, 2 cooveried le
block with a gquaner-ame of
land, in 2001 for £75.000. In

2002 1 baught o middle fermace
homse for £85.000, which [ et
out o stadents, 1 dan’t bave a
mwargage on either of these prop-
erlics, which have gone up in
valoe by 35%,

I settled for Lincoln because
it is a university cdl_"?- with
12,000 susdents, 2nd T think it is
& beauifie] place.

Do you imvest in shares?

T bompht my lirst shases when T
was 20, [ now bave 23 different
shareholdings, Hecontly  my
posthalic has Fallen by 225, bt
it has fared better than my Tsns
arel iy woStandard Lifis maxi-
mum investment plans,

What about Peps and lsas?

1 have a cash Tsn with Abbe
MNatianal and 2 Standard Li

cquity Isa with & beavy bins
taveards soathesat Asia.

Do you have a pension,
or oliver netirement plan?
When I waa 20 years old I was
in a supermarket quens with
twir elderly people. T was henr-
broken to see that they couldn't
afford the food in thelr besker,
0 1 paid the difference,

T wery next day 1 staried n
pension with Scodiish Widaws,
maying in £40 5 momb, which [
stapped after Big Brother,

Do you believe pensions

are a good thing?

1 think pensians may not be an

ideal vehicle For everyone. [ am
utting the restal Incomes [ et
rout the shedenis info nmlﬁcr

pension plan. again with Scot-

tish Widcows, bur as a singhe pre-
mium each year,

The two properties in Lin-
codn & also increaging my capi-
tal, If the stock markel crashes
when 1 retire, a1 least I shoukd
Isaves eguity in the houses,

‘What has been your
warst investment?

My Buroidissey shares doahled
in value after heir Notation 1o
rnrll:‘}‘:m -‘I':f' II should bave
50| m bat I was grecdy,
Mow they are warth abaout 34;.
I hawe e certificate
and T have it in my office & a
reminder met 1o he complocent
aboal Shvmes,

Ancither bed Invesiment was
the Aberdeen Technology fund,
whach [ pakl inta umtil last year,
T st It winh £2,0000 in 1998

and then put i £100 2 month,
Today its wortl about £900,

And your bast?

Employing a voice coach and a
pereonal fiiness traicer o help
me in my mmg,

Do youl manage your awn
financial aftairs?

[ have a very good sccoustant
called Vamghan, who leoks
aller my tax and Vat.

I think finarcial advisers are
hugely  overrsicd.  Providing
wyoa dea't mind doi BT
nesearch, youa can use the inger-
nel 1 Jocats ucts amd be
yoaar cown advizer.

What aspect of our taxation
syshem would you change?
There are teo many stealth
taxes in this couniry, lke T
duty, council tax, mad inx and
Wt [ woukd be happier paying
thess taxes if 1 saw some bene-
fits, ke  improved [EETETRNT
facilities.

Tl e A0 pop rte of tax
is reasonable, bur perlsaps there
should be a 3% supemax for
really high earners

‘What Is your financial priority?
To get o the stage wher: 1
would mat have o wark if T did
nol ward W — altheagh 1 nm
actually a workahalic.
Do you have a monay
weakness?
Teat ot far o0 moch and 1 do
love clothes, especially Verancs
Jjeans, which cost anything from
£40 o £1500

Wou mey aay (s 4 money
weakness employing a cleanes,
gandener, vaice coach amd fit-
nese trainer, bul thess people
are improving the quality of
my life.

What is the most extravagant
thing you heve ever bought?

It wauld be a Caterham, » twe-
sgater,  haml-bailt sporis car,
which cost £19,000 1w years
nga, Last year Lonly used it five
limes but [ was paying £2,000
0 garage it — a complele wasle
of mongy. So 1 seld it For
E17.000,

Wiest is the most important
lesson you have bearmt

about money?

The mast impartard thing is 1o
learn respect for il Being self
employed 1 am always learful
that my next job will be my last
L am much more disciplined
with money than 1 was ax an
employes,



